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Next Step in the Fight
Against Rabies

Facial Recognition: The next
step in the fight against rabies
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By using facial recognition technology, researchers
in Tanzania can now determine if a dog was
vaccinated for the rabies virus with a cellphone
camera image.

The research team, based out of Washington State
University’s Paul G. Allen School for Global Animal
Health, is working with PiP My Pet, a company that
developed a mobile application that uses facial
recognition to reunite lost pets with their owners.
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The only twist; rather than locate the lost, the
company designed a new app to track which dogs
were vaccinated for the rabies virus, and more
importantly, which dogs still require the vaccine.

The app is currently being rolled out in a series of
field trials as part of a vaccination trial in the Mara
region of Tanzania being implemented by the
government of Tanzania and WSU and funded by
the National Institute of Health and MSD Animal
Health.

The trial, which will provide the first mass dog
vaccination against rabies in the region, began this
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year and is aiming to test the efficacy of two
delivery strategies: the first, uses teams of
vaccinators in vehicles to visit each village in turn,
whilst the second uses village-based vaccinators to
deliver mass vaccination of dogs.
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According to the World Health Organization, rabies
kills about 59,000 people every year, mostly in
Africa and Asia, where 95 percent of human rabies
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“People in the West are often surprised to hear that
in East Africa rabies kills so many people each
year, most of whom are children,” Lankester said.
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so we can vaccinate more dogs at a lower cost,
and, in turn, prevent lives from being lost.”

"It just makes sense.
There's no real hard work
involved and you have the
potential to save a life."

Philip Rooyakkers, CEO of PiP My Pet, said it took
about a year of addressing challenges before the
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where the ears are, we know where the nose is,
although someone may have glasses on, all that is
relatively easy to overcome compared to dogs and
cats whose faces vary so much in shape.”
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whether it's in our
backyard or theirs.
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Effort to End Rabies by 2030 Continues

WSU's Rabies Free Africa program vaccinated more than 277,000 dogs in
2019. The Rabies Free Kenya program, led by Dr. Thumbi Mwangi,
vaccinated about 145,000 dogs in Kenya. Another 132,000 were
vaccinated in Tanzania, where our Rabies Free Tanzania program is led
by Dr. Felix Lankester. The effort is now pushing toward 2 million total
vaccinations since its inception.
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