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Why World Rabies Day is
important

Promoting healthcare strategies that target both
human and animal populations at the same time can
save money, participant time and result in a two-for-

One Health approach that
targets both humans and
animals can reduce costs

one stop for health care services.
That’s according to a new study led by Felix
Lankester, director of Rabies Free Tanzania.
The research team treated roundworm infections in
humans during their regular dog vaccinations
campaign to eliminate rabies in 24 Tanzanian
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villages.
Their findings reinforced the hypothesis
that treatment of humans and animals together,
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especially in rural communities, is positively received.

and Cascade East Animal
Clinic

“We found there was no difference between the
proportion of households that participated in the
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combined and stand-alone events,” said Felix.
“Suggesting that people we’re not put off from
attending a combined intervention where their
children received treatment alongside their animals.”

To see a list of our
supporters, visit us
online.

One Health delivery platforms like the one
implemented in Tanzania could play an important role
in the World Health Organization’s global campaign
to end the burden of rabies by 2030.
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The WSU study, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation Grand Challenges Award Program, was
recently published in BMC Public Health.
Eight villages were provided clinics to treat
roundworm, eight were provided clinics to vaccinate
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against rabies in dogs, and eight others were
provided with integrated clinics to do both at the
same time.
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The integrated health clinics saw 91.5 percent of
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households per village receive roundworm treatment,
while 82.5 percent of households attended clinics
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where roundworm treatments were provided alone.
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not writing articles for

integrated clinics result in “two for one” health

WSU he spends time with

treatments.
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Read the full story here.
He will be working with
CVM communications and
the Rabies Free Africa
team for field updates and
social media highlights.
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Beyond Vaccination

Long term rabies elimination success is only possible with the commitment and
investment from the countries where rabies is still a public health challenge.

Overcoming human death from canine rabies can happen as we saw earlier
this year when Mexico was announced rabies free. The last case of rabies due
to a dog bite in Mexico was in 2006. This only happened because of the
country-wide strategy to vaccinate dogs and treat people who were bitten.

Kenya is following the same path as Mexico. Through the work of Thumbi
Mwangi, Rabies Free Kenya has been working with partners across multiple
districts to vaccinate dogs and evaluate the availability of post-exposure
prophylaxis treatment (PEP). The results presented from new WHO guidelines
earlier this year helped advise the Kenya National Immunization Technical
Advisory Group to consider implementing intradermal vaccinations. This will not
only give a larger number of people access to PEP treatment. but also help with

gaining traction toward a second investment in a national strategy toward
rabies elimination.

The team also presented a study showing the challenges in accessing PEP
treatment across the country which was used, along with other studies, to
encourage GAVI to consider adding rabies PEP to the list of treatments
available.

#TBT World Rabies Day
Thank you to everyone who helped spread awareness on World Rabies
Day! Here's some social media highlights.

Check out last month's most popular posts on social media. You can
share them, too!
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